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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chesapeake Bay Field Office
177 Admiral Cachrane Drive

Annapolis, MD 21401
410/573-4575

June 12, 2008

Elizabeth Estes
Greenhorne & O’Mara
6110 Frost Place
Laurel, MD 20707

RE: GSA proposing to relocate a portion of the SSA Headguarters Operations at the Metrowest
Facility: Site A 6100 Wabash Avenue, Baltimore
Site B 2600 Liberty Heights Avenue Baltimore

Dear Elizabeth Estes:

This responds to your letter, received May 28, 2008, requesting information on the presence of
species which are federally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened within the

- vicinity of the above reference project area. We have reviewed the information you enclosed and
are providing comments in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat.
884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Except for occasional transient individuals, no federally proposed or listed endangered or
threatened species are known to exist within the project impact area. Therefore, no Biological
Assessment or further section 7 Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is required.
Should project plans change, or if additional information on the distribution of listed or proposed
species becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered.

This response relates only to federally protected threatened or endangered species under our
Jurisdiction. For information on the presence of other rare species, you should contact Lori
Byrne of the Maryland Wildlife and Heritage Division af (410) 260-8573.

An additional concern of the Service is wetlands protection. Federal and state partners of the
Chesapeake Bay Program have adopted an interim goal of no overall net loss of the Basin’s
remaining wetlands, and the long term goal of increasing the quality and quantity of the Basin’s
wetlands resource base. Because of this policy and the functions and values wetlands perform,
the Service recommends avoiding wetland impacts. All wetlands within the project area should
be identified, and if construction in wetlands is proposed, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Baltimore District, should be contacted for permit requirements. They can be reached at (410)
962-3670.



We appreciate the opportunity to provide information relative to fish and wildlife issues, and
thank you for your interests in these resources. If you have any questions or need further
assistance, please contact Devin Ray at (410) 573-4531.

Sincerely,

Mary J. Ratnaswamy, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, Threatened and Endangered Species



M ARYL AND o Martin O'Malley, Governor

' Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor
DEPARTMENT OF John R. Griffin, Secretary
5 NATURALRESOURCES Eric Schwaab, Deputy Secretary

July 8, 2008

Ms. Elizabeth Estes
Greenhorne & O° Mara
6110 Frost Place
Laurel, MD 20707

RE: Environmental Review for Proposed Campus Expansion to Support The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) Consolidation at the Federal Research Center (FRC) at White
Oak, Silver Spring, Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, Maryland.

Dear Ms. Estes:

The Wildlife and Heritage Service has determined that there are no State or Federal records for rare,
threatened or endangered species within the boundaries of the project site as delineated. As a result,
we have no specific comments or requirements pertaining to protection measures at this time. This
statement should not be interpreted however as meaning that rare, threatened or endangered species
are not in fact present. If appropriate habitat is available, certain species could be present without
documentation because adequate surveys have not been conducted. It is also imporiant to note that the
utilization of state funds, or the need to obtain a state authorized permit may warrant additional
evaluations that could lead to protection or survey recommendations by the Wildlife and Heritage
Service. If this project falls into one of these categories, please contact us for further coordination,

We would like to bring to your attention that there is a remnant magnolia bog called “Powder Mill
Bog” just off to the southeast of the project site, that is known to support several plant species listed as
rare or endangered at the State level. Any activities on the pro_loct site that have potential to impact the
hydrology of this nearby bog habitat should be avoided.

In addition, our analysis of the information provided also suggests that the forested area
on the project site contains Forest Interior Dwelling Bird habitat. Populations of many Forest
Interior Dwelling Bird species (FIDS) are declining in Maryland and throughout the eastern
United States. The conservation of FIDS habitat is strongly encouraged by the Department of -
Natural Resources. In order to do so, the following guidelines could be incorporated into the
site design to help minimize the project's n:npacts on FIDS and other native forest plants and
wildlife:

1. Restrict development to nonforested areas.
2 If forest loss or disturbance is unavoidable, concenirate or restrict development to the
following areas:

a. the perimeter of the forest (i.e., within 300 feet of existing forest edge)
b. thin strips of upland forest less than 300 feet wide

Tawes State Office Building * 580 Taylor Avenue = Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410.260.8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877.620.8DNR - www.dnr.maryland.gov « TTY users call via Maryland Relay



c¢. small, isolated forests less than 50 acres in size
d. portions of the forest with low quality FIDS habitat, (i.e., areas that are already
heavily fragmented, relatively young, exhibit low structural diversity, etc.)
2 Maximize the amount if forest “interior” (forest area >300 feet from the forest edge)
within each forest tract (i.e., minimize the forest edge:area ratio). Circular forest tracts
are ideal and square tracts are better than rectangular or long, linear forests.

4. Minimize forest isolation. Generally, forests that are adjacent, close to, or connected to
other forests provide higher quality FIDS habitat than more isolated forests.
8. Limit forest removal to the “footprint™ of houses and to that which is necessary for the

placement of roads and driveways.

6. Minimize the number and length of driveways and roads.

7. Roads and driveways should be as narrow and as short as possible; preferably less than
25 and 15 feet, respectively

8. Maintain forest canopy closure over roads and driveways.
9. Maintain forest habitat up to the edges of roads and driveways; do not create or
maintain mowed grassy berms.

10.  Maintain or create wildlife corridors.

11. Do not remove or disturb forest habitat during April-August, the breeding season for
most FIDS. This seasonal restriction may be expanded to February-August if certain
early nesting FIDS (e.g., Barred Owl) are present.

12. Landscape homes with native trees, shrubs and other plants and/or encourage
homeowners to do so.

13.  Encourage homeowners to keep pet cats indoors or, if taken outside, kept on a leash or
inside a fenced area.

14, Inforested areas reserved from development, promote the development of a diverse
forest understory by removing livestock from forested areas and controlling white-
tailed deer populations. Do not mow the forest understory or remove woody debris and
snags.

15.  Afforestation efforts should target a) riparian or streamside areas that lack woody

- vegetative buffers, b) forested riparian areas less than 300 feet wide, and ¢) gaps or
peninsulas of nonforested habitat within or adjacent to existing FIDS habitat.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project. If you should have any further
questions regarding this information, please contact me at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely, _
/&u‘ Q. Bop—

Lori A. Byrne
Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service
MD Dept. of Natural Resources
ER # 2008.1119.mo/pg
Ce: K. McCarthy, DNR
D. Brinker, DNR
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Maryland Department of Planning

Martin OMalley - py ' . . Richard Elevhart Hail

et VA Maryland Historical Trust A Sottry

Anihony G.' Broum ' Marthew f. Power
Lt Governor Deputy Seeretary

July 22, 2008

Ms. Maryana S. Dobbins

Regional Historic Preservation Ofﬁcer
Public Buildings Service-

1.5, General Berviees Admmlstratlon
The S_uawbrndgcms Building,

20 North Bighth Stréet”
Phiiadelphia, PA 19107-3191

Re: U8, Social Security Administration
' Lease Construction Project
Baltimore, Maryland
‘Section‘ 106 Review

Dear’ Ms Dnbbms
LR T i R L
log; your recent letter 'datcd 10 Juty 2008 and received by.the Maryland Hmencal‘"[msﬁi(-‘l:ms!) on 1 July
rding the ahove referenced projeat. GSA’s correspondence initiated consultation with:the Tiust purstan fo
{ wk%ﬁtaqm}.vﬂmmm Pg‘e,bgwﬂ*mn Act{(NHPA) of 1966, as- amcnded ig-offer thefollowing comments.

Ao rding o your fetter; wie understand that the undertakmg entails leasmg a- facmw and parlmg to heuse'the Sooml
Security Administration (88A) in Baltimore, Maryland and vacating $$A’s current facitity ﬂ a npn-historic building
lacated at 300 N. Greene Street, Baltimore, Based on the information presented in your letter, the Trust concurs with
GSA’s delineation of the project’s Area of Potential Effect for archeological and architectural resources for the two'
Alternative Sites A and B presently under consideration. We also agree with GSA’s proposed level of effort to:identify -
historic and-archeological properties that may be.affected by this project, We look forward to further consultatmn with
GSA and any nther mvolvad parties to succesemlly complete the Section 106 consultation for this undertaking.

If you have quesnons of require further assistance, pleaqe contact me at 410- 514 76 31 or 1:)(:0!&:(’5)111(11}j state.md.us. Thank
vou for prowdmg vs this opponumty to comment, : : B Py o : :

-

Smcerely,, G R ';. TR B
@h)au_ o
Elizabeth T: Cole . e
: 1stmtar;Pr:9_jﬁq: Revjew and.Cop

ath}ee _ ‘Kotarba (CHAPY
e . l 00 Cammunuy Place » Crowmmllt Mmyland 21 052,2023 ' "
ﬁlep/aam 419 514 7500 Fax: 41 9874071 « Toll Fres» 1:800.736.0119 » TTYUW 5t Ma_lylanginlay ‘
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Baltimore City Community College

Changing Lives.,. Building Cammnnlm'%’s

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Carolane Williams, Ph.D.
Prestdent

Main Building, Ran. 137
LIBERTY CAMPUS

2901 Liberey Heights Avenue
Baltimore, MDD 212157893

LIBERTY CAMPUS
2901 Liberry Haiglys Avenue
Baldmaore, MD 21215-7893

HARBOR CAMPUS

Bard Building

600 E. [ombard Streer
Baltimors, MD 21202-4073

BUSINESS AND CONTINUING
EDUCATION CENTER

710 E. Lombard Streer

Baltimore, MD 212024047

REISTERSTOWT
PLAZA CENTER

G7084A Reitterstown Road
Belimare, MD 21215-2506

IJune 23, 2008

|Ms. Courtenay Hoememann

‘General Services Administration

[The Strawbridge Building

20 North Eighth Street, 8th Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19107

inistration

RE: Proposed Relocation of the Social Security Adm
ne Street,

Headquarters from the Metro West Facility, 300 N. Gree
‘Baltimore, MD 21202 b

IDear Ms. Hoememann:

Please consider these written comments and matedals, from Baltimore
iCity Community College (BCCC or the College) i as part of the
Environmental Assessment of the proposed relocation of the Social
[Security Administration (SSA) headquarters to the Bon Secours Liberty
Village site, located at 2800 Liberty Heights Avenue. For the reasons
below, the College urges the GSA to locate this project at the alternative
site on Wabash Avenue. :

I i

BCCC Liberty Campus, located at 2901 Liberty: Heights Avenue,
loccupies & land-locked site across from Bon Secours Liberty Village, and
|seeks to expand its campus through acquisition of the Bon Secours

iproperiy.
.The Coll

ege’s vision for the Bon Secours site includes: .

Parking garage that would add 1100 spaces to the College’s existing
400 spaces and achieve the established need for 1500 spaces;

New bookstore and café which would serve the community as well as
the College; ;

Fine and Performing Arts Buildin
College performances: L
Information Technology Center, which would include an additional
computer lab open to the public and S

Pedestrian Walkway bridging Liberty Heights and acting as a gateway
! o the College campus. :

g hosting comm umty productions and

= i

General Informarion 410-462:8300 » MD Toll-Free 1-888-2031261 » TTY 1-800-75-2256

T

Stace of Maryland = Mardn O"Malley, Governor
www.bcec.edu
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Ms. Courtenay Hoememann

June 23, 2008 |

Page 2 o

Melding of the existing Liberty Campus with the Boni Secours site would
create a vibrant learning community that would not only meet the
College’s physical needs, but also address the surrounding community's
expanding social and educational needs. :

BCCC's mission is to provide outstanding educational; ¢ultural, and social
experiences to the residents of Baltimore City, the staté of Maryland, and
surrounding areas. Founded in 1947, the College is. a state-sponsored
institution enrolling more than 19,000 credit and non-credit students each
year. BCCC enrolls more Baltimore City residents as undergraduates than
any other Maryland college or university; in fact, BCCC enrolls 31% of all
Baltimore City residents currently enrolled as undergradiiates in Maryland.

The College's accessible, affordable, comprehensive iprograms include
college transfer and career preparation, technical training, and life skills
training. BCCC is a dynamic higher education institution that is responsive
to the changing needs of its stakeholders: indivﬁji.aals, businesses,
government, and educational institutions of the community at large. As
the attached brochure highlights, the Callege provides.a significant return
on the investment made by State funding and student tuition by enriching
the lives of its students, increasing their lifetime income and ultimately
helping to grow the tax revenues in its service area,

For ail these reasons, BCCC's expanded presence ini the Liberty Heights
corridor would serve as a strong educational, cultural ané-ramia[ anchor for
the College's surrounding neighborhoods and other Northwest Baltimore
communities. BCCC urges that the GSA select the Wabash Avenue site
for the relocation of the SSA headquarters. :

Sincerely,

Ot bdo- ?

Carolane Williams, Ph.D.
President

CWi/dfs %

Attachment (1) o B

TOTAL P.B2
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Environmental Assessment Public Scoping M ting
Social Security Administration Metro West Réj ocation
Baltimore, Maryiand . :

Comment Sheet and Questionnaire | 5
Name: 0@3‘%5«, L2 < 'V):..Ja L
Address: 3¢ o3 p)p.nn[»tgm A4 G.!f

Balde aio) n4nig
Affiliation: 3‘44; e fe/;qa\j fo Pl

Phone:

Do you know of any environmental issues that would arise from this action?

Do you know of any gpecial interest groups that would be affected bﬁtl}is@acﬁon?
e _grogps ( #erch bohood ¢r5ocradon I _
Mord g ony w uain, PR e 7, 1

i
Would you like to receive a copy of the Envitonmental Assessment for this action when
it becomes available? NOTE: Paper copies will be available at local libraries and at

W Yes g No ‘

Cwersh Gresentat 0.
g po Sy <om iy

. | More on back

: PN General Services Administration i
G [ % = 1
ndd  Mid Atiantic Region |
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i

i
Please provide additional comments on the Sacial Security Admin!skragtion Metro West
Relocation; 4| =

i’ [I\ C 0. W,@,u QQMLM CoNndlalrs
O 7 e Ig;{_#:?u : ;
L belevr des/ign of Ha Boridir
2l _malts. g// Yhe s Bleremen s |

& O hn muni,!..} i

o

*

Please send comments to:

U.S. General Services Administration -
Attention: Courtenay Hoernemann |
20 North 8" Street, Eighth Floor
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
Phone:; (218) 446-4710
Courtenay.Hoarmemann@gsa.gov

General Services Administration
Mid Atlantic Region

e,
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Environmental Assessment Public Scopmg nheet

Social Security Administration Metro West Rello
Baltimore, Maryland 1

Comment Sheet and Questlonnalre

Name: % 4 %

2154465152

F.83-86

ing
cation

Address: ‘3‘/'0 g %M A/ ;

by 70D alals
Affiliation: j%éé “MM ddleg ity o,
Phone: 54/0 —26£L £509 ov #)p So% 4//@:

Do you know of any enwronmenta! rssues that would arise from thas ac

tion? (L) 4 ks

Pl ”zﬁ?f 7 _ , plecs
/IMM /?"Ma.ﬂf;e . = ? SS/‘?" ‘f‘
A b S pge gt %M 25 m_-)f
C}j/\w Ao Nﬁ-:wme_f m‘;& g (Ao
Do youéiow o‘{f;%;/spema] interest roups that would be affected by %this action?
ol L ’; LA

Wauld you like to recené/; C
it becomes available? NOT

3

X o

Yes

opy of the Enwmnmental Assessment fr.w tl-ns action when
E: Paper copies will be available at local [i br@nes and at

%%M,
(v

i !I.fore on back

General Services Administration
Mid Atlantic Region
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Please provide additional cormments on the
Relocation:

2154465152 P.B4-86

Social Seourity Admiristration Metro West

Rl Ao Lo -

L ndsy v Toas M/,MM d:m%foﬁeeﬁjﬁ:,

-

SNSRI W%@m &l trd SSA ey
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phovbld . w1ool
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40, Lo T
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L
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L noe

Please send comments to:

U.S. General Services Administration
Attention: Courtenay Hoernemann i
20 North 8" Street, Eighth Floor i'
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
Phone: (215) 446-4710
Courtenay.Hoememann @gsa.gov

General Services Administration
Mid Atlantic Region
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Environmental Assessment Public Scoping Meeting
Social Security Administration Meiro West Relocation
Baltimore, Maryland ‘

Comment Sheet and Questionnhaire

Name: Wf-ﬁ /%M/%? /,/j/ ///D’Ay\_/
Address: T2/ L es Lo Yl e, |

i Ay rr0ime o, ZALs
Affiliation: " Al nn Pt mrars aéf
Phone: /

t
[
X
Do you know of any environmental issues that would arise from this a}cﬁlon‘?
/?&’1"’%’:1_(3! - . g1

i
Do you know of any special interest groups that would be affected bthis' action?

Wz

1

Would you like to receive a copy of the Environmenlal Assessment far this action when
it becomes available ? NOTE: Paper copies will be available at Ioc.aHuhranes and at

GSA.
EB/ Yes Ol No

'More on back

ek General Senvices Adminisiration i
a Mid Atlantic Region ‘
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i

Please provide additional comments on the Social Security Admlnl
Relocation:

" —-/L

/,ﬂ‘

statlon Metro West

/aﬁ:rf,(ﬁéﬁ“ éia&;«.(/fid / _af//w

/(//LZA’ Alotng /;.e./
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Please send comments to:

U.S. General Services Administration
Attention: Courtenay Hoernemann
20 North 8" Street, Eighth Floor
Philadelphia, Pennsylvama 19107
Phone: (215) 446-4710
Courtenay.Hoernemann @ gsa.gov

Gengral Services Administration
Mid Atlantic Region
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